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                                   PULASKI COUNTY SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
925 East Dixon Road/P.O. Box 8601
Little Rock, Arkansas 72216

www.pcssd.org
(501) 490-2000

June 21, 2010

Dear Members of the Jacksonville High School Learning Community:
I am pleased and humbled to serve as your new superintendent and am excited about the opportunity I have had to meet with many of the key stakeholders of Jacksonville as I have transitioned to the area. I will be engaged in a listening tour as I begin my tenure as your superintendent and hope to engage with more of you about improving the conditions of schools in the Jacksonville area.

I would first like to acknowledge the tremendous contributions of Mr. Kenneth Clark during the past six years as principal of Jacksonville High School. Mr. Clark is a kind and caring person who has made a significant difference in the lives of many students in the Jacksonville area. Mr. Clark will be leaving Jacksonville High to take on a new role as part of our central office team as assistant director for facilities management. Please join me in congratulating Mr. Clark on his new assignment.

After listening to many of you and receiving feedback from community meeting sessions, I am assigning a director on special assignment from the Office of the Superintendent for one year to address priority areas on site at Jacksonville High School. He will focus, specifically, on areas that have been identified by you as a learning community. Additionally, I will name an interim principal for one year who will report to that director. The three key areas I have identified for the director are 1) addressing academic performance disparities, 2) creating a safe and orderly school climate, and 3) improving the cleanliness and facility conditions – all concerns that were already being addressed by Mr. Clark. Jacksonville High already is slated for a new roof and is on the top of the list for operations staff to contract services for a deep cleaning of the entire facility.

I will be announcing the director on special assignment and interim principal once we have completed discussions with the individuals. I will review the placement of a permanent principal at Jacksonville High after one year. I want to take this year to have the director determine and guide the course of action with support from the Office of the Superintendent.
I appreciate all of you in this learning community and look forward, as your superintendent, to supporting the needs of Jacksonville High.

Committed to academic excellence,
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Charles L. Hopson, Ph.D.

Superintendent 
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