
I’m reminded of what President Clinton told me when I first became AG. He said, “You know 

Dustin, being attorney general is the best job in state government. You don’t have to appoint 

anybody and so therefore you don’t have to disappoint anybody and if anything goes bad you 

just blame it on the constitution.”  There have been a lot of times where we have thought back to 

that advice. 

Nobody expects their public officials to be perfect. Let me be clear, I am not perfect. 

Nonetheless, I try to be very thoughtful and careful in my words and my deeds. Last week, 

however, I must admit I wasn’t very thoughtful about how I handled some questions from the 

press about our constitutional officers and state cars.  

Questions in years past have always been about how much gas we used and how many miles we 

drove, etc., but last week the questions were different. They were about how we treat personal 

mileage. I have to admit I never really thought of it much before last week. Most of us just did 

what our accountants said to do, which is to assume that we’re on duty all the time wherever we 

are. I was advised just not to worry about my personal mileage. 

In my gut I should have known better. Bill Halter and Mike Beebe did know better than that and 

they thought they needed to do something about it rather than just not worry about it. I applaud 

them both for having the foresight to recognize this as an issue. So they did what anyone in 

private business would do, which is estimate their personal mileage, treat it as income and pay 

the taxes on that income. 

When I was asked about it, my comments were unfairly critical of the lieutenant governor and I 

regret that. That certainly wasn’t my intent. I wasn’t trying to be critical of anyone. I was trying 

to analyze my way through some of the issues. 



I said some things that weren’t just less than thoughtful. They were just dumb. I sincerely 

apologize for any offense I may have caused.  

Still, the legal questions are not dumb. The legal questions are multifaceted. 

So let me be clear, I have never criticized anyone for paying taxes on their income. The problem 

in this case is that I believe the constitution prohibits us from accepting personal mileage on 

vehicles as extra income in the first place. That led me to the question: If you can’t accept 

personal miles as extra income and you shouldn’t just ignore them, what should I do? 

So on Wednesday of last week, I did the only thing I knew to do,  which is, I went out and 

bought a pickup truck and I turned in the keys to the state’s SUV.  

That still left some lingering questions about how to handle the last 3 1/2 years. I started doing 

some research, and on Thursday I found a statute.  Arkansas Code Annotated 19-4-901, in my 

opinion, addresses the matter.  It says state employees who drive a state vehicle for any personal 

mileage should reimburse the state at a rate of 15 cents per mile. To me that’s the best option.  

You’re not ignoring personal miles. You don’t accept personal miles as income, because even if 

you do pay taxes on it you’ve created a constitutional issue. Rather, you’re simply reimbursing 

the state for use of the vehicle for anything other than strictly official business. I believe that this 

is one reasonable course. The statute specifically exempts constitutional officers,  which I guess 

is why it hadn’t come to my attention any sooner. Nonetheless, I think it’s the best way for me 

legally and ethically to resolve the issues going forward. 

I determined on Friday that in 3 ½ years I put 96,773 miles on two SUVs. A generous estimate of 

personal use would be about 20 percent. That’s 19,354 miles. At 15 cents a mile, that’s 



$2,903.19. And if I wasn’t here with you in Eureka Springs, I would have written that check to 

the state this morning, otherwise I’ll write it this evening and deliver it to the office tomorrow 

morning. 

This accounting question, which is what this is, never should have become political, and I am 

sorry that it did. 

 

 

  


