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L, Russ Aiken, the undersigned, hereby ‘state on oath that-]1 have read the above and
foregoing Complaint, and that the facts, matters and statements contained therein are true and
correct to the best of mry knowledge and belief.

@ss @_

Russ Aiken

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 27™ day of July 2010,

BART CRYMEB
STONE COUNTY &1
Mym::;msm’m Havt C/\/;M eg
Gommiasion No. 12578064 Notaly Publié

My Commission Expires:__3"31-2 0




S @IRARIENNSINS)
meu!m%nlﬂgpmmmgam

PROCLAMATION

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME — GREETINGS:

A PROCLAMATION CALLING FOR A SPECTAL ELECTION TO FILL THE
VACANCY IN NOMINATION FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY NOMINEE FOR
THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF OF STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2010, the Stone County Election Commission certified the results
of the June 8, 2010 primory election for, among other things, the Democratic Party
nominee for the Office of Sheriff of Stone County, Arkansas; and

WHEREAS, the Stone County Election Commission cerlified that theé two candidates on
the ballot for said nomination received the same number of votes in the primary efection;
and

WHEREAS, Arkansss law provides that in the case of a tic vote for the same office in a
general primary election, a vacancy in narnination for that offiec shall exist; and

WHEREAS, by Ictter dated June 21, 2010, the Democratic Party of Arkansas nolified me
of the vacancy in nomination for th¢ Democmtic Party nominee for the office of Sheriff of
Stone County and indicated that the Party chooses to fill the vacancy in nomination at a
special primary election;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, MIKE BEEBE, Governor of Arkansas, by virtue of the power and .
authority vested in me by law, do hereby proclaim as follews:

i A special primary election shalt be held on Tuesday, August 3, 2010, for
the purposc of filling the vacancy in nomination for the Democratic Party nominee far the
office of Sheriff of Stone County, Arkansas.

2 The period for filing for candldacy as n party candidale with the County
Clerk for the speciat primary election shall commence at 12:00 noon on Friday, Junc 25,
2010. The deadline for filing as a party candidate shall be 12:00 noon on Friday, July 2,
2010,

3 Drawing for ballot position for the sﬁ:cial primary election shall accur on
Friday, July 2, 2010.

4. Al other deadlines and requirements shall be as provided for by the
applicable election laws of this State.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hercunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of Arkansas to be uffixed this 23rd day of June, in the year of our Lord 2010,

<4

MIKE'BEEBE, GOVERNOR

CHARLIE DANIELS, SECRETARY OF STATE
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IN STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
Stone County Election Commission Meeting JUL G2 2010
June 11, 2010- 3 p.m. ! i
: " AT“%E%«%W)J{ 2ok~
BY. A )

Stone County Election Commission met at Stone County Court House with
all members present. Bob Turner called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m. He
explained that we were waiting on Attorney Lance Wri ght who works for Stone
County Prosecutor Don McSpadden.

: Chairman Turner said we have a motion on the floor and we need to
continue with that.

Commissioner Allred disagreed that a motion was on the floor. Chair Bob
“ Turner asked Commissioner Humphrey to restate the motion. Allred asked for the
motion in writing which Humphrey stated as follows: “We turn al] known
discrepancies over to the prosecutor, including crossover votes and subtract all
crossover votes to which the voter testifies.” Chairman Turner asked for a g
the motion. There was none. Chairman Turner asked attorney Lance Wright if he
could 2* the motion as chair. Wright said that “according to Roberts Rules of
Order” he could not second the motion. Humphrey said: “This commission has
never adopted Roberts Rules of Order.” Furner said in that case, “I 2" the
motion.” He called for a vote and Turner & Humphrey voted YES with Allred
abstaining which is considered a NO vote.

umphrey got up from the table and walked over to Freda Phillips and gave
her fa list of “what he described” as voting discrepancies along with the voter’s
name, which he said he got from the Stone County Clerk’s office.

Lance Wright discussed several issues before the commission. Allred asked
Wright if the county could have another election. Wright gave his lawyer answer
© which took several minutes. He said the commission could certify the count.
The prosecutor was on his own. :
The commission decided to meet again on Monday, June 14 at 9 a.m. at the

Colirt House. Meeting was adjourned at W}r 4 p.m.

pectfully Submitted, . (O
L. Allred, 3" Member £, {§ -

Stqne Co Election Commission : ,ﬂiv L
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FILED
IN STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

Stone County Election Commission ML 62 20m
June 1 1, 2010 AT %ﬁ% :‘,\%]#(k;s‘ "f-M'
By, Q.2 D

Stone County Election Commission met at 9 a.m. at the Stone County Court
Room with all members present. Chairman Bob Tuner called the meeting to
order at 9:15 a.m. He asked if anyone in the audience had concerns. Lance Bonds
spoke about questions he had with the election.

Commissioner Betty Allred asked if she could speak. She explained that
she took the recount materials home, studied the results and she believed that she
why the recount was 31 votes less than the original count. She said she believed
the recount workers had not been given all the materials that they needed and she
took full responsibility for that. She said one precinct had two voting machines
instead of just one and she did not believe that the tape was taken from both
machines for the recount at that precinct. She asked the two other commissioners
and 2 recount workers as witnesses to go to the storage room and look for a tape
left in 2 machine which did not get counted in the recount.

The meeting recessed at 9:30 a.m. while these people went to the storage
room to determine if this happened. :

The meeting reconvened at approximately 10 a.m. The two commissioners
and 2 workers had indeed located the tape left in the machine. They had tallied
the additional votes and Bonds gained 18 votes; Hudspeth gained 13 votes. The
vote was back to the original tie of 1,383 which was perfect with the election night
count.

- Chairman Tumer asked the boys if they were satisfied with the count and if
they would consider a coin toss. Hudspeth said he DID NOT want a coin toss. /%_
Bonds said he needed time to}z(consider.. '

The meeting was adjourned at 10:22 a.m. with another meeting scheduled
for 3 p.m,

;./%‘%/ -
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Stone County Election Commission Meeting ~ JUIL 2 7 7y
June 10, 2010 Ao ou
: Y‘-m\aﬁ__\a
Stone County Election Commission met at 9 a.m. in the Stone
County Court Room. With all members present, the meeting was called
to order at 9:05 by Chairman Bob Turner.
On a motion by Allred with a 2 by Humphrey it was a unanimous
decision to conduct a recount at 10 a.m. in the Stone County Court
Room and hire the following workers: Pat Newcomb, Debra Alexander,
Matt Hill, Randy Alexander, Robbie Purdom and Nancy Decker.
Following a discussion of election issues, the meeting was
. adjourned at 9:40 a.m. A meeting was set for Friday morning at 9 a.m.

to discuss the next step in solving the election outcome.

Results of Recount
Presented to Election Commission Thursday, June 10, at approximately 2:30 p.m.

Bonds-1,365
Hudspeth—-1,370
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N STONE COUNTY, ArKkAns.

Stone County Election Commission Minutes W32
June 9,2010 s e
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SCEC met at the Stone County Court House. All members were
present. Chairman Bob Turner called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

He explained that in 20 years of serving with the election
commission, the Stone Co Sheriff's runoff race on June 8, 2010, had
ended in a tied vote of 1,383, He explained that the election commission
would check election materials for provisional ballots. He explained
what a provisional ballot is. Audience members asked if another
election could be conducted, if cross over votes happened, if other
voting irregularities occurred. Betty Allred explained about how paper
ballots are procured and secured. Chairman Tumer explained that the
one calling for a recount would pay forit.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. for the commissioners to
g0 to the store room and determine seek provisional ballots, On a
unanimous vote to adjourn it was determined that the meeting would
reconvene at 11:30 a.m. “

) )

Meeting reconvened at 11:30 a.m. and Chairman Turner ,
announced two provisional ballots were cast but the election commission .
dis-allowed both. The count was the same.

Chairman Turner reported that his legal advisers from the State
Election Commission indicated the commission could certify the election
and declare a vacancy and refer the matter then to the local Democratic
Party to determine a candidate. He said this was a 1 for Arkansas and _
there is no precedent to follow, He reported that a recount could be
asked for within 48 hours following the election and whomever asks for
the recount would pay for it. |

After deciding to meet Thursday, June 10, at 9 a.m. the meeting
was adjourned at 11:45 on a unanimous vote following a motion by..

Humphrey and a 2 by Alired. . _
bz, £ iltne o / L/ /,LV s
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Stone County Election Commission Meeting JUL =20 o
June 7,2010 - 4
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Stone County election commission met at the SCEC storage room Monday, June 7, 2010

to disburse materials to the Stone County precinct chairs for the June 8, 2010 primary runoff

election.
All members were present. Bob Turner called the meeting to arder at 8:30 a.m. and the

only actjon taken was the dispensation of materials all day long.
The last materials were picked up at 4:30 p.m.

Stone County Election Commission Meeting
June 8, 2010
Minutes

Stone County election commission met at different times during the day to provide
material needs for election precincts. Turner traveled to Bryan and Farris precinct, Allred
traveled to Smartt, Locust Grove, Arbana, Harris, Ward I, East Out and West Out. All election
commissioners were at election central by 7 p.m. and helped with vote counting until final totals
were determined at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

7‘: Robeyt E. Turner, Chair
“Betty %llrcd, Member z / L(/

Vemon W. H’un{ph:cy, Member

ala afie s



May 21,2010

SCEC met at 9 a.m. at SC Courtroom and oversaw independent recount of May 18, 2010 race for
Assessor. All were present. After a 1-hr for lunch and completed our duties at 2:30 p.m. The
recount resulted in each candidate losing 3 votes each.

The board met at 3 p.m. following the recount and determined to meet at the SC Clerk’s office at
9 a.m. Monday, May 24, 2010 to certify the Mey 18, 2010 election results. :

Additions/Corrections?

May 24, 2010

SCEDC met at 9 a.m. at Co Clerk’s office to sign certification form for May 18, 2010 election.

SCEC appointed poll workers, designated poll sites and designated reporter of results to be Chair
Bob Tumer. May 18, 2010 election nite was discussed and on a mot{@Vby Humphrey, second by ﬁﬁ
Allred, it was determined that Turner would give election results to public on June 8 runoff.

Allred agreed to publish legals, poll workers, complete May 18 election ballot accounting form,
application of election compliance and complete all election reports to state.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.

June 1, 2010

SCEC met June 1 at Co Clerk’s office at 9 a.m. to tum over ballots to county clerk and check on
status of runoff media. It was determined that media was in transit from Batesville having left
there at 8 a.m. Allred announced that she would stay after meeting and coordinate getting
machines set up and L & A testing completed asap.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. and next meeting was announced for June 7 at 8:30 a.m. to
distribute election materials.

Respectfully Submitted, |
Betty Allred, 3" Member T |

Stone Co Election Comm.
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April 19, 2010

Met @ SC Clerk’s office at 9 a.m. All members present. Appointed election officials and hired
election workers. Allred to get legals in newspaper, positing of officials, poil workers and L & A
testing public notice in newspaper along with announcement of carly voting and pall worker
training. Allred announced poll worker training days for April 26 and 30 at SC fairground
building alse L & A Public Testing of Elecironic Equipment for 6 p.m. April 22, 2010 at SC

Clerk’s office. - Plizp
IN STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
Next meeting set for April 22,2010 @ 6 p.m. at Co Clerk’s office. -
JUE 7 2nig
Adjourned 10:08 a.m, - m el e
J . DDN‘F)IA_@Z‘(!E&J.:}). ‘i‘LgRT'. "F'M'
Y D

Additions/Correciions?

April 22, 2010

Met at SC Clerk’s office at 6 p.m. for public testing of electronic equipment. All membets of
SCEC, Randy Alexander, Krissy Kross, Co Clerk Donna Wilson were present.

Completed L. & A Public Testing and filed results with County Clerk Donna Wilson.
Agreed to meet May 17 & 18 '
Adjourned at 7 p.m.

. Additions/Corrections?

May 17, 2010

Met at SC Clerk’s office at 9 a.m. to distribute election materials to poll workers. General
discussion of duties and needs for the election. All members present Adjourned at 9:30 a.m.

Additions/Carrections?

May 18, 2010
Met at SC Clerk’s office at 7:30 p.m. to determine results of election.
Agreed to meet at 9 a.m. Friday to certify election.

Additions/Corrections?

May 20, 2010

Chair Bob Turmer and 3" Member Betty Allred met at 4:30 p.m. with Co Clerk and Ed Williams
to collate election materials needed to perform recount May 21, 2010 in Stone Co Court Roomm.
RTAL tapes were removed from individual machines, zero tapes and results tapes were collected
for each precinct and certified copy of April 22, 2010 L & A test was prepared for candidate
requesting recount. We lefi warkroom at 9 p.m.

6/¢ ebed puUGLUEIA WP esiecri nin



2010 Stone County Election Commission Meetings:

January 14, 2010

Met @ SC Clerk’s office @ 9 am. All 3 members present. General discussion of 2010 clf:ctions
and duties. Allred announced that ES&S trainer fram Chicago would be there today to train for

all aspect of canducti og elections. W sTonE Ciif&?[iﬁ?ﬁ\“&ﬂs :
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. i 200
Additions(conections? v :{__ cowm.i\,uga,‘;;{i’i .

D
March 9, 2010

Met @ S C Clerk’s office @ 9 am. All members present. Reviewed candidates forms for May
18, 2010 PP election. Discussed SCEC state training for March 10 @ Clinton, AR. Discussed
general duties for PP and agreed to meet Friday, March 12, 2010 to draw for ballot positions.
Noted early voting would begin May 3 through May 17. Raised pay for all election
commissioners to maximum allowed of $100 per meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

Additions/corrections?

March 12, 2010

Met at SC Clerk’s office @ 90 a.m. All members present. Heather Stevens met to ask thal her
political practice pledge be updated. All members agreed since there is no deadline for filing the
political practice pledge and it can be changed until the ballots are ordered. Ballot positions for
the May 18, PP were drawn. Clerk agreed to notify voters in East Out & Ward { that their new
poll place is at the fairgrounds. All clection workers must have social security card & photo ID
recorded with Co Clerk before election payroll is processed.- The next megting was announced
for April 12, 2010.

Meeting adjourned at 10 a.m.

Additions/corrections?

April 12,2010

Met @ SC Clerk’s office at 9 a.m. All members present. Delivered absentee ballots to county
clerk, discussed precinct boundaries, polling places, had general discussion of election duties and
discussed election calendar and agreed to get DIS employee with state funding of $1,080
supplied by state for tech support. Announced L & A public testing of election equipment for
April 22,2010. Announce in newspaper. Unanimous agreement on all items. Announced pext
meeting faor April 19, 2010.

Meeting adjourned at 10 a.m.

Additions/cotrections?
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Fax Call Report

Job Date Time Type - Identification Duration Pages Result

202 7/27/2010 9:51:35AM  Receive 7:09 9 0K

07/2712010 09:46 1-870-2658-8453 Jim Diamond Page 19
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- .St(_,m,e'County election questior  Arkansas Blog | Arkansas news, _ olitics, opinio... Page 1 of 1

Archives | RSS

« At least 18 drown in Little Missour... | Open line »

ARKANsAS pouTics Stone County election questions S
Posted by Max Brantley on Fri, Jun 11, 2010 at 5:41 PM ;
You thought the race for Stone County sheriff was over? Think again.

interesting account of the doings from Tyler Henderson of Mountain View, a third-year law student at UALR who's been following
the proceedings closely. Three recounts. Apparent megal crossover votmg And more. And no certitied wmner yet.

E-MAIL FROM TYLER -HENDERSON

After a primary runoff that ended in a tie, a recount that revealed a winner by 5 votes, and the discovery of votes that weren't
included in the recount, the Democratic nomination for Sheriff in Stone County is again locked in a tie. The Stone County Election '
Commission met Friday morning at 9AM to discuss what to do about ballots that were discovered after the recount. The recount,
held on Thursday, reveated that incumbent Sheriff Todd Hudspeth had bested challenger Lance Bonds by a mere 5 votes, 1370 to
1365. The original tally for the runoff showed both men to be tied with 1383 votes each.

So what happened to the missing 31 votes?-it turns out that the ballets from one of the electronic voting machines had been
included in the originat count, but not the recount. The addition of the missing ballots reinstated the tie. No action was taken at that
time, although it was suggested that, according to the state election code, the two opponents would have to “draw lots" by agreeing
to a coin toss or similar tie-breaker. That option was not attractive to either candidate. The Commission also suggested thata
winner might be appointed by the Stone County Democratic Committee, but that option was also rejected.

The Election Commission decided to met again at 3PM a meeting that was observed by a packed courtroom. Mr. Lance A. Wright,
deputy prosecutor for the 16th Judicial District, which includes Store County, was present on behalf of Prosecutor Don McSpadden.
Commissioner Vernon Humphries began by naming several discrepancies that had been discovered in the runoff, including one
allegation of bribery and several reports of "crossover” voting in the Democratic primary by voters who:had originally cast ballots in
the Republican primary. Mr. White informed the commission that the prosecutor’s office had already begun looking into the
"crossover” votes to determine whether those allsgatmns were true. Mr. Humphries moved to formally refer the matter to the

- prosecutor's office.

The motion did not obtain a second originaily, but the chairman of the 3-member commission, Bob Turner, inquired as to whether
he was allowed to provide a second. Mr. Wright replied that he didn't think Robert's Rules of Order Would Allow that, but Mr.
Humphries interjected that the commission had never adopted Robert's Rules. Upon that, Mr. Turner seconded the motion. There
was discussion about how the prosecutor's office would Investigate the "crossover” voters; Mr. Humphries suggested that, where
probable cause was present to suspect a person had cross-voted, that person ‘be subpeoned by the prosecutor’s office. Mr. anht
inforined the commission that such an "crossover” voting was a criminal act under state election law, punishable as a Class A
misdemeanor, but that it might be problematic to compel a person to testify about how they voted. The intent was that crossover
votes would be excluded from the final tally. After some more discussion, the original motion was passed.

Mrs. Betty Alired then asked Wright if another election could be held. Wright explamed that the Secretary of State has said that is not

an option; that under Ark. Code Sec. 7-7-104, there is no provision to allow for another election. Wright commented on the

difficulty of the situation and that the code did not specifically address this unique situation, and that ultimately the decision might

be one for the courts. Wright explained that 7-7-104, if read literally, says that the parties involved might draw- fots or a vacancy for

the nomination would be declared. White also commented that the Election Commission might not be able to wait on the

prosecutor’s office to finish it's investigation before the vote would need to be certified, and that any prosecutorial findings might

not uitimately help the commission reach a decision on whether or not to certify the vote. Wright suggested that the commission

delay any decision to certify the vote and aliow for more pubtic input, perhaps advertising for another meeting in the-local

newspaper. At that peint, Mr. Humphries got up and delivered what was presumably a list of veters and which primary they had

voted in to a reporter for the local newspaper, telting the crowd that since who voted was a matter of piblic record, the.ngs

could print the names of voters and what primary they voted in, and those who crossed over could voluntarily come E’X‘/\ \o‘\-
YOy

1
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Stone }'County sheriff dead hea' PDATE | Arkansas Blog | Arkar 5 news, politi... Page1o0f3

- Arkansas Times

Archives | RSS
« 20th flood victim found | Dem. program adds Causey, Elliott »

ARKANSAS POLITICS Stene County sheriff dead heat UPDATE
Posted by Max Brantley on Mon, Jun 14,2010at 11:31 AM

Tyler Henderson of Mountain View promises a report shortly on the Stone County Flection Commission meeting today over the dead
heat in the Democratic primary for sheriff that’s been through several recounts and plenty of controversy. Ne decision on certifying
the vote until Friday. If a ie is certified, it could be up to the Democratic Party to choose the candidate. :

UPDATE: His report follows.

In an ongoing saga that could change election law statewide, the question of who will be named the Democratic candidate for sheriff
of Stone County remains.unanswered. The Stone County Election Commission met again Monday in a nearly-packed courtroom to
discuss the continuing confusion about how to proceed after the recent Democratic runoff election ended in a tie. In the runoff, both
candidates, Sheriff Todd Hudspeth and challenger Lance Bonds, received 1,383 votes. An initial recount declared Hudspeth the
winner by 5 votes, but after the discovery of ballots that were not included in the runoff the total was corrected to reflect another
tie: At a meeting last Friday, it was determined that all parties needed a chance te research the relevant law and possibly refain legal
counsel. While it was hoped that this morning's meeting would produce a solution, questions remain about what will happen next.

Bob Turner, chairman of the election commission, began the meeting by introducing Lance A. Wright, deputy Prosecutor for the 16th
judicial District. Wright then introduced Daniel Brightwell, the Stone County attorney, and apologized for the absence of Don
McSpadden, prosecuting attorney. Wright explained that, over the weekend, the men and others had researched the issue carefully.
Still, e sdid, the law left miany gray dreas, and that any dedision made by the election commission would likely be open to a court
challenge. Brightwell agreed with Wright, saying that the most important thing to remember is that state election law is not clear on
whattodo. Brightwell rioted that whatever the comraission's decision, it would setd p‘réc':ed'em. Turtiér told the crowd that any
decision made would probably face a legal challenge, to which Wright and Brightwell agreed.

Vernon Humphreys, Republican election commissioner, noted that the initial count and the recount had both matched up, after the
discovery of the misplaced 31 ballots that weren't included in the initial recourit. Humphreys said hehas decided the commission has
no choice but to certify the election as a tie, except that two issues remain: 1. How to address the issue of “crossover" voting in one
precinct (where voters who first participated in the Republican primary later voted in the Democratic runoff), and 2. The 2 overseas
batiots that have yet to be received. Humphreys explained that the law requires the commission to wait 10 days 1o receive overseas -
‘ballots before certifying any results. Betty Alired, Democratic election commissioner, verified that the end of the 10~day period
wouild be Friday, June 18. Alired agreed that the certification must be done as soen as possible, but that the election commissien is
not an investigati\le body and therefore isn't capable of investigating allegations of crossover voting. Allred said that the
commission’s job is to certify, or refuse to certify, the vote, and then responsibility for what to do next will be shifted to the
Democratic Party. Turner suggested that the commission wait until 3pm on Friday to certify the vote, to which Humphreys and Alired
agreed. Allred clarified that certification means the commission only certifies the humber of votes each candidate received, butit
does not declare a winner. ‘

Turner then opened up the meeting for questions from the audience. Eirst it was asked how the commission could certify the vote
with the knowledge that there were crossover votes. Turner explained that before any other action could be taken, the vote had to
be certified, and that if a court found problems with the crossover votes, a recertification might be necessary. Humphreys added that
there is no legal method by which the prosecutor or commission could discover which candidate received illegal votes, but that
other parties ‘might be able to obtain that information through a civil case. However, he said, neither candidate can take legal action

without certification.

Next, it was asked whether the poll workers who alfowed crossover voting wotild be subject to any penalties. Turner replied that the
prosecuting attorney, through the Arkansas State Police, was investigating that matter and would decided how to proceed. Alired
said that she felt it was merely a mistake on the part of the poll workers. Humphreys stated that the commission has no punitive
powers, and so the prosecutor would have to take action. However, the commission will have to determine whether to retrain those
poll wirkérs or repldce them.

One persan asked whether the list of erossover voters was pubtic domain? Humphreys replied that it was, and that the Stene County
Leader had a copy of that list. The public may obtain a copy of the list from the Stone County Clerk's office. Anotis i
member asked if the 31 votes were included in the recount, or were they ineligible. Turner replied that they wer =i o
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. recount; the 31 votes that were initially missing are not the same as the alleged crossover and other irregular votes being

investigated by the prosecuting attorney.

it was asked whether the commission could contact the two persons wha had averseas ballots to determine whether they had
returned those ballots in the mail. Humphreys explained that the commission could not accept an answer from the overseas voters,
only the ballots themselves. Several people in the audience claimed they had spoken to the voters.in.quéstion (a couple working in
Nigeria), and even the mother of one of the voters said that she had spoken to her son this morning, and that he indicated neither of
the overseas ballots were returned.

Next, someone asked if no Democratic candidate was declared, could either candidate be declared a write-in candidate? Turner
indicated he wasn't sure about the state of the law on this, but that he didn't believe no candidate would be declared. After an
extensive line of questioning regarding the training of poll workers, it was asked what choices the election commission had to
proceed. Turner replied that they could certify a tie, but that he believed the option to have the candidates "draw lots" still existed.
He also noted the pessibility of a special convention by the county Democratic party to-choose a candidate or holding another

“special runoff election, but that the latter option wotld be very expensive and he did not prefer it.

william G. Almand, attorney for Lance Bonds, asked for a darification of the election commission's duty regarding what exactly
would be certified. Almand alsc asked whether the commission agreed that their choices were to either certify a candidate with a
majority of votes or declare 3 vacancy. Turner replied that he betieved the commission could certify a candidate with & majority or by
drawing lots. Almand replied that his understanding of Ark. Code §7-7-102 says the comniission must have a majority 1o certify,
and that §7-7-104(b) says, without a majority, the commission must dedlare a vacancy (§7-1-101 Definition 30 defines a vacancy in
nomination). '

Anocther audience member asked why there couldn't be another special election. Turner replied he wasn't sure that was a perfect fix.
Wright stated that while a special election seems to bethe fairest choice, the commission is bound by law, and the secretary of
state's office has made it clear that if the commission certifies a tie vote, a vacancy must be deciared. Almand stated that the
commission's job is fairly simple: they can certify the vote and a vacancy will exist. Then, the Democratic party must petition the
Governor for a special election or a party convention to choose the candidate. The Governar has 25 days to respond to this request.
Brightwell noted that either candidate may also concede the election priar to certification of the vote, and that would resolve the
situation. Almand stated that it was unlikely the state legisiature would have meant for election law to disenfranchise yoters.
Brightwell said that the problem is there is no test case, and that the current election could be voidable because of problems with
ilegal voting, such that a circuit court might order a new election. Almand noted that in either case, the result was the same: a new
special election would need to be held at least 70 days before the general election. Sheriff Hudspeth commented, saying that he
thought it was unwise for the county and the candidates to incur the extra expense of a new election that might be challenged and
found illegal. Brightwell stated that he though the Secretary-of States office was reading the elaction law statutes differently.than

either he or Almand were, and that a special election was the likely intent of the legislature.

Turner then made closing comments, telling the crowd that the election commission would meet at 3pm on Friday to certify the -
vote, and that they would likely have to certify a tie. After that, he said, the situation would be handed over to the Democratic Party
and the governor. Turner said that although this had been a long process, it was important that the commission move caréfully.
Turner reiterated that he still believes the "drawing lots” option is on the table, and that it is unlikely either candidate will concede.

The Stone County Election Commission will meet at 3pmon Friday, June 18, in the couf-troom of the Stone County Courthouse to
make a decision. I have also learned that the State Election Commission intends to introduce legislation, largely based on the
outcome of this situation, in the upcoming legistative session that will address this issue. :

Tags: Stone County sheriff, recount
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ARKANSAS poLITICs Stone County race ends in tie
posted by Max Brantley on Fri, jun 18, 2010 at 4:25 PM

The Stone County Election Commission today declared that the race for the Democratic nomination for sheriff between incumbent Todd Hudspeth and
Lance Bonds ended in a tie.

The latest report from out Mountain View correspondent, Tyler Henderson:

It's difficult to say what is hotter in Stone County right now: the temperatures or the discussion about the runoff to determine who will
be the Democratic nominee for Sheriff. The Stone County Election Committee met again this afternoon to cool down the locally heated -

debate.

Chairman Bob Turner called the commission to order at 3pm inside the courtroom of the county courthouse. Immediately thereafter,
Democratic Commissioner Betty Allred moved for the commission to certify the results of the June 8th Democratic sheriff's runoff as
showing that both candidates, incumbent Sheriff Todd Hudspeth and challenger Lance
i Bonds, received 1,383 votes each. Republican Commissioner Vernon Humphrey seconded the motion, with the amendment that the
commission certify the results of all the June 8th Democratic primary runoffs. The motion was accepted unanimously by the

i commission.

Turner then addressed the assembled crowd, which included both candidates and their attorneys, representatives of the 16th Judicial
District Prosecuting Attorney's office, the media and a sizeable audience. "We've moved forward on what we needed to do," Turner said.
"The [Democratic Party of Arkansas] will deal with it now. We should get a proclamation from the Governor by Wednesday."

Turner was referring to Arkansas Code Section 7-7-104, which states that, in case of a tie vote for the same office at a general primary
| election, a vacancy in nomination for that office shall exist. In that instance, the state committee of the relevant political party may
© petition the Governor for either a special election or party convention to determine who the nominee will be. i

When asked by an audience member how the commission would let the public know what the Governor decided, Turner said that the
commission would meet to view the proclamation before it was presented to the public. After that, the meeting was adjourned. The total

elapsed time was only 6 minutes.

H

{ Whatever happens next, things look to stay pretty hot this summer in the Ozarks.

Tags: Stone County, sheriff election, Todd Hudspeth, Lance Bonds
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Beebe sets sheriff’'s-race vote to break tie in Stone
County

By KENNETH HEARD ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
Saturday, June 26, 2010

Share 0 tweet

Stone County voters will head back to the polls Aug. 3 to choose a Democratic nominee
for sheriff after two candidates deadlocked in a runoff earlier this month.

Gov. Mike Beebe issued a proclamation Wednesday afternoon calling for the election to
fill the Democratic Party vacancy created by the tie.

Republican candidate for sheriff William Rush Aiken was unopposed for his party’'s
nomination. '

Incumbent Sheriff Todd Hudspeth and challenger Lance Bonds each received 1,383 votes
during the June 8 runoff.

State law does not provide procedures for breaking tied votes in primary elections.

Beebe's proclamation ends speculation about how the party would choose a candidate,
said Stone County Election Commission member Betty Allred. -

“We're really pleased ...

Subscribers must LOG-IN to read this full story.
Monthly and yearly online subscriptions are available. Access is free for print subscribers.

Click here to see rates and register.
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STONE COUNTY QUORUM COURT REGULAR SESSIHN i#fliay 8, 2010
Circuit Clerk & Recarder

Stone County Quorum Court met in regular session on July 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Stone County Courtroom. Those answeting roll-call were: Brian Woody, Larry
Gammill, Darlene Garman, Stanley Morrison, Michael Stewart, Robert Turner, Curt
Decker, ER James, and Truman Bullard. Also in attendance was county attorney Daniel
Brightwell. The meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Justice Gammill made & motion to approve the minutes for the June meeting as
mailed by Stone County Clerk Donna Wilson. There was a second by Justice Bullard.
There was a roll-call vote. Motion passed with all Justices voting “yea”.

Justice Bullard made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report as submitted by
Stone County Treasurer Carla Stewart. There was 2 second by Justice Tumner. There was
a roll-call vote. Motion passed with all Justices voting “yea”.

Cindy Kopack, U.S. Forest Service District Ranger for Ozark National Forest,
gave report on the White Nose Syndrome effecting bats in caves our neighboring states.

Al precautious are being taken to deter contamination of the bats at Blanchard Caverns.

Virginia Breeding, equalization board member, is up for re-appointment. Justice
Bullard made a motion to re-appoint Virginia Breeding to the equalization board. There
was a second by Justice James. There was a roll-call vote. Motion passed with all Justices
voting “yea”.

Citizens of the City of Mountain View would like a time designated for bicycles
to use the walking path at the city park. The city council approved bicycles to use the
walking path from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Justice Decker a
motion that the quorum court would back the decision of the city of Mountain View.
There was a second by Justice James. There was 2 voice vote. Motion passed no “nay”
votes. =

Resolution 2010-10, a resolution to allow Ben Fun Park to apply for a grant was
introduced. Justice Turner made a motion adopt the resolution. There was a second by
Justice Bullard. There was a roll-call vote. Motion passed with all Justices voting “yea”.

Ordinance 2010-4, a ordinance amending the 2010 budget for Stone County

General Fund, Assessor Fund, and the E9-11 Fund was introduced. Justice ‘Garman made
a motion to adopt the ordinance. There was a second by Justice Decker. There was a roll
call vote. Motion passed with all Justices voting “‘yea”.
: Becki Dalstadt, representative from Off the Beaten Path Studio Tour, addressed
the court. The group would like the county to match $450.00 that the City of Mountain
View gave the group. Justice Bullard made a motion to match the donation of $450.00
given by the city. There was a second by Justice Decker. There was a roll-call vote.
Motion passed with all Justices voting “yea’.

Judge Avey reported: ;

o Unemployment rates are March, 2009 8.8%, March 2010 9.6%
e The county received a $12,906.00 refund from the Workers
Compensation Trust Fund for 2006.

Justice Decker made a motion to adjourn. There was a second by Justice James.

Court adjourned at 6:45 p.m. :
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court:

Avey on the recent fed-

. eral audit. He said the

audit report was good,
and there were no cita-
tions. The state audit is
taking place right now.-
* discussed a possi-
ble $200,000 matching
grant to help with con-

" struction of a new court-

room. JP Brian Woody
brought . up the grant
and suggested that the
county pursue it. The
building committee met
Friday morning to dis-
cuss it but learned that
plans must already be
in place and submitted
within a few days to be
considered. The commit-
tee agreed to do some
brainstorming and try to
get some plans done in
time if there is anothe
grant cycle.

* adopted an ordi-
nance appropriating
funds within the 2010
budget for several pur-

. poses, including $32,000

from the general fund

for the sheriff’s elec-'

tion. This ghould be
reimbursed by the state.
Other  appropriations
include . $6,500 within
the assessor’s budget for
a part-time employee
and $1,000 from the
E-911 fund for training
and materials. :

* ‘agreed to contribute
$450 toward the pur-
chase of new signs for

the Off the Beaten Path.
‘Studio -Tour." The -city

also gave $460.
® heard a report from
workman's

FAX No.

* heard.a repoz.'t_from'

870269711

The Folk Centéer offers
regularly scheduled
classes in many tradi-
tional and contemporary
crafts throughout the
summer. Teachers at the
Folk Center are crafters
who make their living
from .their craft. Many
of them have a life-time
of experience crafting.
Several have
national and interna-
tional recognition for the
artistry of their hand-
crafted work.

The Folk Center offers
a One-on-One Workshop

' program where visitors

can sign up to learn from
artisang while they visit
the Folk Center. Each
craft has differing needs
and costs, and those

‘interested in learning

to make things with
their hands are urged to
call before traveling ‘to
arrange a class. It helps
to have at least two
weeks to plan for a class,

The Folk Center also
offers regular; scheduled

earned .

P. 002

Stained Glass suncatch-
ers with Dona Sawyer;
Intermediate  Pottery
with Judi Munn; Trian-
gle Loom Weaving with .
Jeanette Larson; Frame
Looms, Fibers and Fin-
ishes with Arlone Folk-
ers; and Dutch *Oven

Cooking with - Ken
Conatser. :
These classes are

geared toward people
14 ‘and over. For the
younger sef, the Ozark
Folk Center offers Day
Camp July 19-23 and a
young pioneers program

-in which kids from 7 to
12 years old can learn

sbout being self-suffi-
cient in pioneer times.
The Ozark Folk Center
also offers workshops in
stringed instruments,
mountain folk music,
herbs and native plants,
Fees for the workshops
vary. Visit the web site
at www.ozarkfolkcenter.
com for more informa-
tion or to register or call
870-269-3851.

SEE THE NEW

ild Horse Theatre

& Chicken House Opry

e at Fiddlers Valley RV Resort » 870-269-5700
Nearest RV Reésort to the Warld Famous Court House, 30 & 50
Amp, Free Laundry, Free WiFi, Lod%'gg, Long Term Rentals.
Weekly Schedule: Thurs. Jam 7-9PMsFri
Saturdays: Award Winning Chicken House Opry, 7-9PM
Sundays: 10:30-11:30 Church » Sundays: 6-8PM Gospel Opry/Jam

L 808, 0.0.8.0.0 0 0 0080 ;
X This Week’s Special Guest %

X Floyd Helmus X

 from Tupelo, Mississippi *
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“The Wild Horse Theater features Alr Conditioninal

1. 50's-AtThe-Hop 7-9PM
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