
A LETTER OF CONCERN FROM:

THE FACULTV AND STAFF OF
LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

To Whom It May Concern:

We, the educators of Little Rock Central High School, can no longer remain silent concerning the current attack

on public education and public educators in our city. The present educational climate is the most volatile since the

Civil Rights Era and just as with the integration crisis six decades ago, it serves as a poor reflection for our city.

Our studints - and we as educators pawns in a high-stakes game of government-led systematic oppression

and profit-making by large corporations. These entities seek to dismantle public education in Little Rock. These

individuals and groups view education as a profit-makiirg endeavor which serves to bolster their portfolios - it has

nothing to do with educating and serving children. Since 20 1 5 we have internalized the rhetoric and actions of the

Governor and the State Board of Education-we have witnessed as our district has been targeted by the deep

pockets of billionaires and political cronyism. We can no longer stand by idly. We will resist this tacit racism. We

will never allow our city to once again be torn apart by the segregationist policies of those who hold political

power. We will d"fy arU, narrative which ignores the role of institutional racism and the corruption of local and

itate politicians in this educational crisis, and instead places the burden on educators, on our Union, or on the

students we serve.

As faculty at Little Rock Central we have the privilege to teach in the hallorVed hallways of this historic building.

It once served as a beacon of optimism for nine courageous young women and men. Though LR Central served as

a symbol of hope and a bridge towards a more equitable future for the Little Rock Nine, its walls also held

tremendous risk for those young people. They endured menacing threats and they continued to pursue a path

which many perceived as socially and morally wrong. We know who ended up on the right side of history. They

were trailblaiers in the story of American Civil Rights and on a daily basis, their courageous spirits echo in the

hallways of this building-and we are all humbled by their sacrifices. It is because of the example they set in their

quest ftr justice that Central High must once again take on the mantle of righteousness and we must also take

risks to ensure that we stand on the right side of history.

We are the faculty of Little Rock Central High School. We are consummate professionals whose credentials are

stellar and impressive. We are irreplaceable. Our impact on this school, this community, and our students cannot

be assigned a value; we refuse to allow our professionalism to come under attack. We have shaped tens of
thousands of lives and collectively represent over a thousand years of educational experience. We will resist the

destruction ofour school and district at any cost.

We stand in solidarity and make the following demands:

l) Immediate reinstatement of the Little Rock Board of Education which was removed unilaterally in2015;
2) Removal of state oversight from the Little Rock School District and its democratically elected school board in

all forms; a democratically-elected School Board with full decision-making authority

3) Immediate reinstatement of the Little Rock Education Association as the collective-bargaining agent for LRSD

teachers and support staff; reinstatement of the PNA as it was prior to state take-over in 2015

4) A raise for Classified employees
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