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March 6, 1963 

Dictabelt 10A, Item 10A4 

Helms1

JFK: Yeah. 

: . . . involved. Absolutely not, sir. 

Helms: I've just verified and reverified that. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Helms: That's absolutely certain. 

JFK: What . . . Were they down in Nicaragua and, uh, . . .? 

Helms: They were in Guatemala. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Helms: And there were eight of them who were, uh, officers; In other words pilots, 
navigators, planners . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Helms: . . . who were involved in training the Cubans. The other sixteen were 
involved in ground crews - mechanics and things of that kind. 

JFK: I see. How come they were recruited in the South and not the North? I notice 
Faubus said they couldn't recruit in the North. 

Helms: Uh, I don't know why, sir 

JFK: Yeah. 

Helms: I think that was pure happenstance. 

JFK: Yeah. 
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Helms: Your states that were represented were Georgia; there was one from 
California; there were several from Washington, D.C.; and then there was 
Alabama and Arkansas. 

JFK: Oh, I see. Now, these were recruited from . . .? 

Helms: All from national guard units. 

JFK: I see. 

Helms: And they totaled a hundred and twenty-four. 

JFK: Recruitment . . . hundred and twenty-four? 

Helms: Yes. 

JFK: That they recruited. Okay. 

Helms: And then we had some others . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Helms: . . . that were . . . some pilots from CAT2

JFK: Okay. Good. Fine. Thanks now.  

 that were rotated in and out, and so 
forth. 

Helms: You bet. 

[There follows about 3 minutes of blank tape - only machine noises and 
surface noise - before the beginning of item 10A5] 

                                                 
2 Civil Air Transport. 




