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Mr. Molfe: Below are comments I desire to present at meeting this evening.  Please acknowledge 
that in addition to these, I desire my previous two September letters to be included within 
minutes.  Thanks. 

 

110722 Public Hearing Notes: 

Clayton Hill, 2005 Chickadee Road, JCMO 

I would desire to Commission to acknowledge my previous 2 letters submitted in September and 
enter those into the records of this hearing.  They explain in detailed objections to this specific 
project. 

I’m a retired P.E.; helped developer and owners develop and design streets, drainage and utility 
locations in tis subdivision area from 1977 through 1988 – including the street directly across 
from proposed Miller Street Eastland Hills Housing proposal. 

My home in Timber Hills Subdivision was constructed in 1981; We moved in April 1982. 
Requirements for single-family residences were 1500 sf minimum on first 1st floor; other 
restrictions were imposed by architectural control committee 

Back then, Eastland Drive was 3-blocks long, an all-single-family residential subdivision on a 
dead-end street; one way in and out from divided U. S. 50.  Bogg’s Creek separated older 
duplexes and apartment buildings to east.  Eastland is now a city arterial thoroughfare. 

5 Council members opposed this project; 5 members approved it; the mayor broke the tie in 
favor of it. 169 neighbors signed a petition against this project; none asked refused to sign it.  
The 5 approving members are well removed from any of these projects - addresses such as 
Country Club Drive, St. Louis Road, Meir Drive, and Moreau Drive – are all in affluent sections 
in the city.  This fact reinforces the NIMBY acronym.  (Not in my Back yard)  The secretive 
process accomplished by Councilman Kemna and Mayor Tergin was absolutely reprehensible. 

My main objections are this residential development is out of place with the surrounding 
properties; would be a concentration of 48 apartments far exceeding any similar apartment 
building size or duplex nearby; neighborhood safety would be jeopardized due to vehicle and 
pedestrians’ traffic, and the lack of egress and ingress due to a cul-de-sac configuration with no 
connector to the other end of Miller Street to the west planned will create problems for the fire 
and police departments.  Future connection to this street would be almost impossible without 
redesign. 

 



























    My Name is Roger Schwartze. I am a professional engineer and former public works director 
for the City of Jefferson. Jefferson city is in need of additional housing due to a torando that 
destroyed many homes two years ago. There are 4 applications from Jefferson city in this packet. 
I support them all except the Eastland Hills. 
    The Eastland Hills location is proposed at the end of a dead end Miller street. There will only 
be one way in and out for emergency vehicles. Low income housing at the end of this street will 
create a location that will be isolated and could lead to many illegal problems. There are 
currently no other residential buildings on this street. Every other building is an office that is 
closed evenings and weekends. The layout of this development will not allow the street to be 
hooked up to Miller Street to the west without taking out other houses and or out buildings. 
   The city council considered this development and support for a resolution came out a 5-5 tie. 
The mayor voted yes to break the tie. So that shows there was not widespread support for the 
project. There is also a petition signed by 165 neighbors and city residents that oppose this 
development. I am not aware that any traffic impact study has been done to see how this 
development may impact Eastland drive that narrows from 4 lanes to two at Miller street. 
     While there is a need for more affordable housing in Jefferson City this proposed location is 
not the right place. 
 
Thank you 
Roger Schwartze 
  





















From: Tom Rackers <trackers@socket.net>  

Sent: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 8:57 AM 

To: Gus Metz <gmetz@mhdc.com> 

Subject: FW: Low income housing 

 

Mr. Metz, Below is the testimony that I was going to give yesterday evening. For some reason I could not 

get acceptance of my PIN number. Technology and I do not get along sometimes. 

Good evening, thanks for allowing me to discuss this issue with you this evening. I will try to be brief as I 

have written two letters to the commission explaining my opposition to three of the 4 low income 

housing developments for Jefferson City. 

I am testifying in opposition to the Eastland Hills project, the Oakleaf Villas project and the Stronghold 

Landing project. 

I do not oppose the Simonsen Place project proposed for a vacant historic building. It is located in a 

mostly commercial area of our community and not a residential area. In addition the developer’s 

notified the community in advance as well as the city council of their proposed development. I talked to 

a neighbor and was told they were not in opposition to this this project and they did not know if any 

neighbors that were opposed. 

The three proposed low income projects are located in established residential neighborhoods and the 

property owners were not giving notification until after the fact. This was kept as a secret from the 

community as well as most council people until they received their council packets several days before 

the issue came before the city Council. 

I have personally walked some of the neighborhoods affected by the low income housing projects and 

visited with property owners. They are not happy with the project being in their neighborhood and not 

being notified of the prosed developments. The question is, why was our mayor trying to hide these 

developments? 

In conclusion as a former mayor of Jefferson City, this is not how we do business. We always seek input 

from affected citizens. We do traffic studies, sewer studies and stormwater studies to ensure that 

neighborhoods are protected. 

We all want to help those that are working to help themselves get ahead. But not at the expense of 

those that have worked so hard, scraped and saved to achieve the American dream of owning their own 

home. 

 

Thank you! 
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Hello  
  I own property and live on the east end of town and I think this project is and will be harmful to the 
property values and the people living in that area. 
There is a petition to stop this and I believe it should be stopped! 
5 city council persons voted no! 
 Thanks  
    Troy Williams  
Concerned citizen  
Sent from my iPhone 

 
Eastland Hills   
Jefferson City Mo  
65101 

Sent from my iPhone 
  



Missouri Housing Development Commission 

Mr. Metz 

920 Main Street, Suite 1400 

Kansas City, Missouri 64105 

  
To whom it may concern, 
  
I learned today about an apartment complex being talked about in Jeff City using a ‘low income’ 
program.  Before they could finish, I knew exactly where it was going without having to ask.  I 
said, ‘let me guess, it will be put on the east side of JC and in the East & LC middle school 
boundaries.”  Yep, I was right.  I knew this because I have taught at East School for to long and 
have seen how the city has passed this school over for years.   
  
So, why is this important to me?  Because the Eastland Hills project will feed into my 
school.  My school is a Title 1 school because the poverty is so high.  We have had the most 
poverty in the district for 20+ years.  Please allow me to give you some highlights of what we’ve 
faced at East School: 
  

       I have yet to ever see a school board member walk through our halls.  Last year, the 
superintendent came over one time- after school.  They do not come because they 
would be confronted with reality.   

       No parental participation.  We do not have a functioning PTO.   

       Learning.  Homework is not an option when many kids do not have supplies at home 
and their home environment provides more disruption than support. 

       We’ve had kids sitting on floor due to lack of accommodations.  

       One year, (thankfully) a parent called the fire department and complained we were 
exceeding the limits of kids per room- and we were!  Administration came over, visited 
with the fire department and somehow our limits of kids per room were increased. 

       Continuity doesn’t exist.  Half the class we start with moves from school to 
school.  We spend more than half our classes backing up and teaching again to try and 
get kids up to speed. 

  
Please do not misunderstand.  I have some WONDERFUL kids.   WONDERFUL kids who were 
born into terrible situations.  For them to have a shot of escaping their circumstances, the 
answer is NOT to pour more kids of poverty into their class that is already underwater.   

  
At what point do the poor actually have a voice?  Why do they always pick the poorest school 
to throw  their ‘projects’ on?  I will tell you, because the poor never have a voice.  I love my 
kids.  I am pleading with you DO NOT throw more kids into an already overrun 
situation.  Because no one will come to these kids rescue, they will just jam them into a room 
and let the chaos ensue.   
  



I’ve included some headlines I’ve saved over a few years.  I ask you to read each one.  Look at 
the ‘electrical closet’, we actually were teaching kids in here and the Fire Dept made us move 
back 36 inches from the electrical breaker box because ‘it’s not safe’, duh.  Or read about the 
article from Eternity Church talking about how most of our kids don’t have access to laundry 
services or come from traumatic homelives. 
  
I don’t imagine that any of you or your families understand the issues these kids are faced 
with.  Maybe you should start learning and you would look more closely at where projects are 
located and what would happen to the children. 
  





















I am submitting some comment I would like to be known at the upcoming hearing on November 
7, 2022. 
 
I did submit 2 letters to Commissioner Metz on my concerns objecting to the potential of funding 
and building a two 24 unit Low Income housing  First letter dated August and  another one on 
September 9, 2022.   
 
I am following up on my concerns that these units will be located on a dead end street not 
accessible from the west causing increased traffic onto Eastland Drive ( a very busy street 
without any traffic signaling.  Also for foot traffic to use Eastland drive there are no proposed 
Sidewalks going either direction without crossing the Eastland street. 
 
This project was never brought to the full City Council Meeting until the September 6 for all 10 
council members to vote on until the evening of council meeting.  After the presentation by 
proposed contractors a vote was taken and 5 Council Members voted  NO and 5 voted YES,, 
with the Mayor breaking the Tie.  So there wasn’t a full support by this group. 
 
I took the time to address this potential issue going through my Scenic Drive location taking to 
neighbors (29 to be exact) and none were aware of the upcoming funding.  They all signed a 
document in opposition for this to move forward.   
 
I request your strong opposition to funding this project as it would have a strong possibility of 
lowering the current Home Values  
 
 
Jerome G Rehagen 
2021 Scenic Drive.   
 
Sent from Mail for Win 
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I am writing you to express my opposition to your project that was not disclosed to any residents of the 
affected neighborhood! 5 council members voted NO! AND we got 150 signatures against this invasion 
of my neighborhood! Put it in YOUR BACKYARD and see what your property values do!!! I’m sick and 
tired of YOU PEOPLE making decisions that affect me and NOT YOU!! 
Doug Mueller 
Owner/Smokehouse Smokeshop  
 
Sent from my iPhone 

  



9-9-22 
C/O  Mr. Gus Metz 
Mo. Housing Development Commission 
920 Main Street #1400 
Kansas City Mo. 64105 
 
Dear Gus, 
  It has come to my attention that Jefferson City has qualified for money due to the damage 
caused by the tornado a few years back. You are considering a low income housing apartment 
complex just off of Eastland drive.  
 Gus I served on the School District’s long range planning committee a few years back and East 
School was severely overcrowded then. East School still has mobile trailers at the school. The 
board has been trying to balance population to each school along with the poverty in the district. 
I attended East school as a child and the poverty on the East Side was nothing like it is today. If 
you put this apartment complex just off of Eastland it will again be unfair to the East Side 
residents. (More Poverty) It will again over crowd East School. 
   I have attached pictures I took when I was on the long range planning committee. During a 
visit at East School, the teachers showed me that they were tutoring some students in the 
electrical breaker room because they had nowhere else to go. The fire department drew a line on 
the floor that they could not cross due to safety issues. This was not acceptable.  
  I also started the movement for the 2nd high school in Jeff City. Many told me Ortmeyer there is 
no way that’s going to happen. Well the politics of Jeff City are nothing new to me. My Dad 
served two terms on the city council when I was in high school. I learned a lot from him.  
 We now have two public high schools in Jeff City.  
The majority of the rental property damaged by the tornado was single family homes. What is 
being planned is not equivalent to what was damaged. I own a single family rental home in Jeff 
City which is in the Moreau Heights grade school boundaries.   
If this apartment complex is going to be built it can’t be on the east side. There will be opposition 
if this is the direction of choice. Please make the right decision in this matter. 
 
Dan Ortmeyer 
3405 Anthony Court , Jeffereson City Mo. 65101  cell -573-353-9388 
 
  









 



RE:  Eastland Hills off Eastland Drive in Jefferson City. 
  
Dear Mr. Metz 
  
I’m writing today to address the Eastland Hills off Eastland Drive in Jefferson City (MO) project, which as 
I understand it to be, a project to provide more low income housing here in Jefferson City.  And first I 
would like to say, I do recognize the need for available housing and understand it is crucial to every 
community.  However, the location which has been proposed is very concerning to me. 
  
This area already inhibits an incredibly large amount of Government Housing projects within a small 
circumference area; East Elm St., Lafayette, Dulle/Hamilton Towers, Locust/Chestnut Streets.  Why 
continue to build up an area already so overwhelmed with poverty?  This would do nothing but continue 
to further segregate the more disadvantaged along with the schools there, mainly East Elementary 
School.   
  
This school already has the highest poverty.  It has had overcrowding problems for years and been the 
topic of other areas of our city portraying highly negative remarks.  Our school district was recently forced 
to deal with some very hateful, inappropriate, and highly prejudiced comments when working on our 
school boundaries.  I was very disheartened to read what the people on the “West End” think of our 
children here on the “East End”.  So why make it worse?  It seems as if the goal here is to segregate the 
more disadvantaged to one location, thus forcing them to attend one school. 
  
Further, instead of asking or taking advice from people who have zero children in the public school 
district, wouldn’t it make more sense to address those who do?   Perhaps holding a public forum with 
more transparency would be beneficial in providing real insight from those who would be most 
affected.  Those families with single family homes living in the center of your proposed area to build.   
  
Our district leaders have been working hard for years to balance our schools in order to create a better, 
more positive atmosphere for our children to grow and learn.  This move would only further complicate 
matters and make it nearly impossible.   I do hope that will be of deep consideration when determining 
placement for this project. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
  
Carrie Morgan 
 

  


