
 

  

TAB 2: 22-054

Simonsen Place



    My Name is Roger Schwartze. I am a professional engineer and former public works director 
for the City of Jefferson. Jefferson city is in need of additional housing due to a torando that 
destroyed many homes two years ago. There are 4 applications from Jefferson city in this packet. 
I support them all except the Eastland Hills. 
    The Eastland Hills location is proposed at the end of a dead end Miller street. There will only 
be one way in and out for emergency vehicles. Low income housing at the end of this street will 
create a location that will be isolated and could lead to many illegal problems. There are 
currently no other residential buildings on this street. Every other building is an office that is 
closed evenings and weekends. The layout of this development will not allow the street to be 
hooked up to Miller Street to the west without taking out other houses and or out buildings. 
   The city council considered this development and support for a resolution came out a 5-5 tie. 
The mayor voted yes to break the tie. So that shows there was not widespread support for the 
project. There is also a petition signed by 165 neighbors and city residents that oppose this 
development. I am not aware that any traffic impact study has been done to see how this 
development may impact Eastland drive that narrows from 4 lanes to two at Miller street. 
     While there is a need for more affordable housing in Jefferson City this proposed location is 
not the right place. 
 
Thank you 
Roger Schwartze 
 
 
 



 Mr. Metz: 
 
I am not sure what the issue was with the sound, but when I logged in, I had a message pop up 
that I was muted and would not be permitted to unmute. 
  
Anyway, some thoughts since you received so much negativity from a few Jefferson City 
residents. 
  
As the Public Housing Authority CEO for the City of Jefferson, I was appalled by the City 
Council and the community’s reaction to the development of workforce housing in our 
area.  Their mindset of “Not behind my home” is counterproductive to a vibrant and thriving 
community. 
  
Jefferson City is a small town and the majority of the workers, have always worked for the state 
and the majority of the state employees have always commuted from outside the City, and taken 
their pay back to their communities, not spending it in Jefferson City.   
  
If you drive through Jefferson City there are help wanted signs almost everywhere you 
look.  Even the City is short on Police and Fire personnel.  These developments will provide 
workforce housing to fill a lot of these positions.  The majority of the renters in these 
developments will have jobs and have credit and rental histories that will be evaluated, 
regardless if they hold a Voucher.  Unfortunately, not every employer can afford to pay $20+ an 
hour to an employee and not every employee is qualified for a $20+ an hour position and 
therefore needs the benefit of a lower monthly rent. 
  
Our City had a lack of rental housing before the Tornado, as the administrator of the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program for Jefferson City for 20 years we have always struggled to lease our 
235 vouchers.  We issue the Voucher, the Voucher expires or they port out to another jurisdiction 
that absorbs the voucher, and we start the process over.   
  
The working class here in Jefferson City struggle to find affordable housing, we inform 
individuals when we issue a voucher, if they cannot find anything they can remain in their public 
housing unit.  About a fourth of the waiting list for Vouchers includes individuals in the public 
housing program, hoping to move up out of poverty. 
  
We are in the process of renovating units as grant and capital funding permits.  Our Public 
Housing stays pretty full, other than units that have been pulled offline for renovations.   
  
We have a lot of elderly housing in Jefferson City and that is where we struggle most to keep our 
units full.  Family Housing has never been a huge problem. 
  
If we do not build rental property for people to live in, Jefferson City businesses are going to go 
somewhere else where they can find workers.  One major manufacturer Scholastic stated they 
have taken a large portion of their company’s production and moved it to another area where 
they could house their workers. 
  



Quaker Windows in Eldon, MO, has busses to bring workers to their two plants from Fulton and 
Kingdom City areas.  Eldon is another area starving for housing and the Tornado went through 
Eldon destroying homes and businesses, on its way to Jefferson City. 
 
The Housing Study mentioned was published in the News Tribune on September 4th, the city 
council meeting where the 3 LIHTC developments were discussed, was on September 6th.  I 
attached the Agenda and a link to the meeting. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CaD3UMvX_c 
There was a 5-5 split and the Mayor broke the tie for all 3 developments.  Things were said that 
were quite disturbing at the 2hr:42min mark by 1st Ward Councilman Jack Deeken.   
  
I understand no one wants an apartment community near their home, but Jefferson City does 
need this housing. 
  
Thank you for your time, 
Michelle 

  

Michelle Wessler, CPHM 
CEO/Executive Director 
Housing Authority of the City of Jefferson 

Michelle@jchamo.org 
(573) 635-6163 ext. 216 
(573) 635-9680 (fax) 
(573) 291-6696 (cell) 
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