SUPREME COURT | &
DEFIED BY MOB

Hanging of Negro at Chatta-
nooga, Without Precedent

EXECUTION STAYED

But in Face of Order From the
Highest Tribunal, Citizens
Effected Lynching

-

Bpecial to The Telegram..

CHATANOOGA, Tenn, March 31—
Morally {n contempt of the United
States supreme court, this county of
Hamilton, of the state of Tennessee. 1S
waiting to see whether grae compli-
catfons will not urise over the Iynch-
ing of Ed Johnson, colored. after the
highest tribunal in the land had or-
dered a stay of execution. The law was
taken into its own hands, as has been
s0 often done In the south, by a band
of determined 1ndividuals 1o uphold the
rather popular principle that crimes
against the honor of white women

must be met with the extreme penalty
as_the only practicable deterrent,
Johnson's victim was Miss Nevada

i
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her wa
2 worlk

kzl home in the suburbs. Ske 18
g girl. Johnson was convicted
and

Fo

state court last Feb. 6,

‘his feet by a rope around his neck. A
ed ¢ and

colo:
to file 2 motion for a mew trfal, but
under a rule of the court it was 100
late. The supreme court of Tennessee
reviewed the record and sald no error
had been committed in the

A writ cf habeas corpus for John-
son was then sought of United States
Circuit Judge Clark at Knoxville. He
refused it. An appeal from his action
was taken, and 2t noon on March 19
the United States supreme cout
gnlxnted a stay of exccnucm.

bullets in it when it was tound there
by offl
Next B given

then— dead a.nd l'bey ried Johnson.

‘e then the has been in a fer-
ment. ‘\umemus clashes between
‘whites and blacks have occnmd. and
at times it seemed as if the city was
on the verge of 2 huge race battle.

e is somewhat of a hush Lo see
whether the supreme court o fed-
eral authorities will act on lhls first
istory of an order of

haa
beon made for the legal Ranging on the
next day of Johnson, who was agaln
n_the Chattancoga jail.
The clty seemed quict that evening:
cep

tirely clear. At 8 o’clock a dozen men,
some with handkerchiefs over the low=
er part of their faces, strolled into the
jail office. Then a few more came in.
and after a while there were about
seventy-five. About one-third of them
were actively engaged in what fol-
lowed.

While some of them argued with
Gibson, two heavy doors were labori-
ously battered down. Just two and
a half hours were consumed at the jail
by the mob. and in the course of that
{ime Sheriff Shipp was summened to
the jail by telephone.
to argue with the mob, but was lock
up in a bath room.

After securing him the mob dragged
the negro through the street, tetoing
the suggestion of several men to “hall
him now.

On the bridge all demands for a con-
fesslon were met with the words from
Johnson, “I'm ready to die, but I never

He endeavored

the highest court. If action does fol-
low it will prove a grave matter. Re-
‘sults seem to hinge upon whether, un-
der a strict construction of the law,
the man Johnson was in the custody
of the Federal court at the time he was
taken from jai

done it.” He was p

Door w
Chattanooga Jai, the turnkey and

here the lynchers entered the

son, whom the highest court

o
Taylor, 19, who was waylaid while on | the land could not save.

ptly hoisted off ; -




