HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

401 COURTHOUSE/CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 37402

BUSINESS
JOSEPH (JOE) GRAHAM AFLEEPHOREIESSRegsareco 2903 CUMMINGS HIGHWAY
COMMISSIONER FAX (423) 209-7201 CHATTANOOGA, TN 37419
DISTRICT SIX (423) 255-6601
May 10, 2018

Chairman Fairbanks and Mayor Coppinger,

After I requested a copy of the Budget Request for the Commission Office yesterday, May 9th, I noticed
that the travel expenditure request had been fully doubled from our current $12,500 to $25,000 annually.

With transparency being one of our core values, I would like to recall that previous chairmen have
made budget increase requests public, allowing everyone, both commissioners and constituents alike,
to review them prior to the request submission. This budget increase request was proposed without my
knowledge or input.

In reviewing the published travel expenditures on our website, no commissioner has even come close to
using the $12,500 currently allotted to them for travel, therefore I see no need for any increase.

Seeing as how there is no evidence of need, and since we are always seeking ways to streamline our
budget and reduce expenditures, I cannot support this proposed increase. As such, I am formally
requesting that this unnecessary increase to travel expenses be removed from the Commissioners Budget
Request.

In the service of District 6 and Hamilton County,
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