
Chattanooga will be 
in the spotlight as the 
National Independent Soc-
cer Association begins its 
2021 spring season with a 
tournament at Finley Sta-
dium.

Chattanooga Football 
Club and NISA’s eight 
other clubs will partici-
pate in the tournament 
from April 13-25, with the 
winner securing a spot 
in the spring semifinal of 
the league’s 2020-21 play-
offs on June 30 at Detroit’s 
Keyworth Stadium.

Finley Stadium will 
host the city’s largest ever 
professional soccer tour-
nament. Chattanooga FC 
will be joined by the Cali-
fornia United Strikers FC, 
Detroit City FC, Los Ange-
les Force, Maryland Bob-
cats FC, Michigan Stars 
FC, New Amsterdam FC, 
San Diego 1904 FC and 
Stumptown Athletic.

“Hosting 14 matches 
over (13) days at Finley 
is good for our fans, our 
league and will be really 
great for our city,” CFC 
director of operations Jer-
emy Alumbaugh told the 
Times Free Press. “With 
the teams, TV crews, offi-
cials and fans that will be 
coming into our city, the 
tournament is going to 
have a strong economic 
impact. We have a great 

facility and can put on a 
really good event here.”

Due to the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol, the 
tournament will have 
reduced capacity at Fin-
ley Stadium, which has a 
capacity of 20,412.

The tournament is an 
advance to the NISA spring 
regular season, which will 
be played from May 1 to 
June 27, and the spring 
regular-season champion 
secures the second semi-
final spot. The winner of 
the June 30 semifinal will 
play the reigning fall cham-
pion, Detroit City FC, for 
the overall 2020-21 season 
title on July 3 at Keyworth 
Stadium.

CFC will play eight 
regular-season matches — 
four each home and away 
— this spring after play-
ing less than 15 all of last 
year due to the pandemic. 
Despite an extended shut-
down and limitations on 
fan attendance in 2020, 
CFC won the NISA Inde-
pendent Cup Southeast 
Region title last summer 
as the league returned to 
competition and the NISA 
Eastern Conference regu-
lar-season championship 
last fall before advancing 
to the semifinals of the fall 
playoffs.
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NISA tourney set 
for April at Finley
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has also played basketball 
with his brother through-
out high school. “I couldn’t 
see myself going to a sepa-
rate college. It would have 
felt weird. He has always 
been there for me. We 
pick each other up when 
the other is down and 
celebrate one another’s 
accomplishments too.”

Traveon was part of one 
of the toughest high school 
backfields in the state this 
past fall as he and Jami-
chael Baxter (1,335 rush-
ing yards, 18 touchdowns), 
who signed with Division 
II program Tusculum, 
formed a potent one-two 
combination.

The 6-foot-1, 195-pound-
er was a versatile threat 
as he could plow over 
defenders, spin around 
them or get to the out-
side with his speed for big 
gains for the Chargers. He 
rushed for 990 yards on 
just 105 carries and scored 
12 touchdowns in just 
eight games.

“Just watching him play 
and seeing him grow up 
to the man he has become 
today has been crazy,” 
said big brother Tre’veon 
(6-2, 230). “We went from 
living in the projects and 
coming from nothing basi-
cally to now being able to 
get a good education and 
being able to play college 
football together. We both 
have worked really hard 
for this opportunity, and 
it’s been God that has led 
the way.”

While injury kept him 
from making his usual 
impact at tight end or 
l inebacker,  where he 
starred as a junior, having 
Tre’veon around was still 
important for the CCS 
football program in 2020. 
His leadership helped as 
the team coached by Mark 
Mariakis advanced to the 
TSSAA Division II-AA 
quarterfinals before the 
Chargers had to forfeit to 
eventual state champion 
Christ Presbyterian Acad-
emy due to COVID-19.

“When he was faced 
with his leg injury, he 
didn’t let that stop him,” 

Traveon said. “He was at 
every summer practice 
even though he wasn’t 
practicing. His presence 
made a big difference. He 
pushes you even though 
he’s not feeling good. That 
was a loving moment for 
all of us. He knows how 
to push through adversi-
ty and make those around 
him feel loved.”

When the CCS basket-
ball team celebrated senior 
night Tuesday, the Scott 
brothers walked out on the 
court with their family and 
held the hand of their lit-
tle nephew JT. They were 
given a loud ovation as the 
crowd reciprocated the love 
the twins have shown to the 
school and their teams the 
past four years.

“Tink and Cheese both 
radiate unconditional love 
to each other, to their 
teammates and to this 
school,” Mariakis said. 
“Hopefully others around 
them can see that and see 
that you can have a very 
high academic rigor, have 
a spiritual foundation in 
God and still perform very 
well all at the same time. 
Those guys have been 
a great influence to our 
program since day one, 
and they are the epitome 
of what CCS is about.”

Through hard work on 
and off the field, the twin 
brothers have made the 
most of their opportuni-
ties — while realizing the 
importance of sacrifice — 
and hope that others real-
ize the chances they have 
knocking at their doors, too.

“It’s important to cher-
ish every day and take 
each one as a blessing,” 
Traveon said. “You have 
to live in the moment and 
not look back. I remember 
when I was just a little guy 
coming into this program 
and I couldn’t bench press 
much at all. But I have kept 
working and working, and 
now I just benched 365 
pounds the other day.

“We really are grateful 
to our coaches and family 
for helping us make our 
dreams a reality.”
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Twin brothers Tre’veon, left, and Traveon Scott will be play-
ing football together at the University of the Cumberlands.

With a pedigree for 
putting its skill position 
players in the best spots 
to make big plays, the 
University of Memphis 
looks to be a perfect fit 
for McCallie’s Eric Rivers, 
who as an upperclassman 
helped the Blue Tornado 
win back-to-back TSSAA 
Division II-AAA state 
championships.

Since 2014, the Tigers 
have been the state’s most 
successful NCAA Division 
I football program with a 
record of 65-27, and they 
have had 11 athletes go 
on to play in the NFL. In 
that time, Memphis has 
won no fewer than eight 
games each season, and 
the Tigers reached 12 wins 
two seasons ago as they 
won the American Athlet-
ic Conference and earned 
a spot in a New Year’s Six 
bowl.

As a senior, Rivers had 
25 catches for 509 yards 
and seven touchdowns 
plus 23 carries for 231 
yards and three scores, 
and he also threw for 87 
yards and two scores. In 
the state title game, he 
accounted for three touch-
downs as McCallie won 
44-0.

“Memphis is a great 
program that has been 
very successful for a 
while now,” Rivers said. 
“I wanted to be a part of 
something special. I like 
how they spread the ball 
around and put up a lot 
of points. I am excited to 
see where I will be playing 
and can contribute to the 
team.”

North Murray star 
will play for Army

Dante Tidwell’s ver-
satility stood out during 
a stellar prep career at 
North Murray, and it’s like-
ly to follow him to his next 
stop at Army. The two-way 
star committed to the ser-
vice academy’s football 
program last week after 
rushing for 877 yards and 
16 touchdowns, catching 
24 passes for 546 yards and 
six scores, returning two 
punts for touchdowns and 
intercepting five passes as 
one of the top cornerbacks 
in northwest Georgia.

Tidwell, a Times Free 
Press Best of Preps first-
team defense selection, 
told Black Knight Nation 
he could play on both 
sides of the ball at West 
Point.

“I was told I might play 
cornerback as well as run-
ning back,” Tidwell told 
the publication. “All over, 
I think. My speed is a key 
factor and in the open field 
making opponents miss. I 
ran a 4.38 in the 40-yard 
dash.”

Christian Heritage 
has record class

On the heels of its most 
successful football season, 
Christian Heritage School 
had f ive seniors sign 
national letters of intent 

Wednesday, with that 
group led by two-way star 
Evan Lester.

Lester, also a four-year 
starter in basketball, will 
play tight end or receiver 
at Georgia Southern after 
also starring at defensive 
back for the Lions, who 
earned their first GHSA 
region championship 
during a 10-win season in 
2020. The Best of Preps 
first-team defender was 
joined during Wednes-
day’s signing ceremony for 
the Dalton private school 
by linebacker Ben Wil-
liamson, who signed with 
Virginia-Wise University, 
and three future Shorter 
University Hawks: receiv-
er/defensive back Bryce 
Farmer, defensive lineman 
Trey Kruse and linebacker 
Ben Williamson.

“I’m just so proud of 
this group of seniors,” 
CHS coach Jay Poag said. 
“They really bought into 
what we asked them to do 
four years ago, and they 
certainly saw the fruits of 
their labor on the field the 
past three years. Each of 
these five is special in his 
own way. They are going 
to be successful not only 
on the field but also on the 
campuses.

“The bar for Christian 

Heritage football has been 
set very high thanks to 
these seniors.”

Hawks secure huge 
haul of area stars

Shorter will enter the 
2021 football season with 
23 players from the seven 
counties in the TFP’s 
Georgia coverage area 
after announcing seven 
signees from that region 
Wednesday. The CHS 
trio of Farmer, Krus and 
Williamson are joined 
by two of the area’s most 
productive linebackers in 
Heritage’s Zach Brown 
and Ridgeland’s Jeremi-
ah Turner, plus a pair of 
offensive linemen who 
helped pave the way for 
strong ground games in 
Ringgold’s Scott Clinton 
and Calhoun’s Reed Ran-
dall.

Rambler finds new 
home in Pittsburgh

A recent coaching 
change at Arkansas State 
University threw Jamario 
Clements’ college plans up 
in the air. The LaFayette 
running back, who had 992 
yards and 17 touchdowns 
in just seven games in 
2020, had 14 other schol-

arship offers at the time 
of Butch Jones’ hiring, 
including Air Force, Army, 
Navy, Cornell, Lehigh and 
Bucknell.

The TFP Dynamite 
Dozen member found 
his home Wednesday, 
signing with Pittsburgh’s 
Duquesne University, a 
Football Championship 
Subdivision program and 
Northeast Conference 
member.
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Chattanooga-area signees
Name, school Position Signed with (college)
Latrel Adair, East Ridge RB/LB Tusculum
Michael Akins, Gordon Lee OL Emory & Henry
Shane Alford, East Ridge OL/DL Pikeville
Ben Bambrey, Silverdale Baptist DE/OL Birmingham Southern
Jamichael Baxter, Chattanooga Christian RB Tusculum
Dillon Brown, Meigs County K University of the Cumberlands
Zach Brown, Heritage LB Shorter
Jackson Burns, McCalllie DB Tennessee Tech
Hunter Callihan, Walker Valley OL University of the Cumberlands
Scott Clinton, Ringgold OL Shorter
Hunter Frame, South Pittsburg RB Bethel
Bryce Farmer, Christian Heritage WR/DB Shorter
Austin Gentle, McCallie OL Harvard
Jack Gentle, McCallie OL Harvard
Bryson Grabowski, Copper Basin QB Western Carolina
Jerrian Hames, Calhoun RB Reinhardt
Nick Hanson, Heritage QB Reinhardt
B.J. Harris, McCallie RB Missouri
Malachi Hayden, Meigs County OL University of the Cumberlands
Braeden Haynes, Ooltewah K Morehead State
Ben Hermann, Christian Heritage LB University of Virginia-Wise
Jadon High, Red Bank DE Tusculum
Neyland Jean, Baylor QB Austin Peay
Trey Kruse, Christian Heritage DL Shorter
Brady Lackey, Sonoraville QB University of the Cumberlands
Alex Lacy, Red Bank OL/LB University of the Cumberlands
Tommy Lamb, Ridgeland OL Olivet-Nazarene
Evan Lester, Christian Heritage WR/TE Georgia Southern
JaMichael McGoy, Boyd Buchanan WR/DB UT-Martin
Will Meadows, Meigs County RB University of the Cumberlands
Caden Moore, Bradley Central OL Tusculum
Evan Neal, Cleveland OL Tennessee State
Willie Owens, Howard DL Alabama A&M
Price Pennington, Ringgold ATH Sewanee
Cade Petty, North Murray ATH Berry College
Tucker Pope, Walker Valley QB Tennessee State
Reed Randall, Calhoun OL Shorter
Eric Rivers, McCallie WR/DB Memphis
Cam Sanders, East Ridge ATH Tusculum
Jeremiah Sawyer, Tyner RB Bluefield College
Luke Stum, Boyd Buchanan TE Centre College
Brody Swafford, Walker Valley WR Austin Peay
Traveon Scott, Chattanooga Christian RB/DB University of the Cumberlands
Tre’veon Scott, Chattanooga Christian LB University of the Cumberlands
Luke Stum, Boyd Buchanan  TE/DE Centre College
John David Tessman, McCallie LB Davidson
Dante Tidwell, North Murray ATH Army
Jeremiah Turner, Ridgeland LB Shorter
Trevor Vines, Walker Valley OL Lindsey Wilson
Jonathan Washburn, Heritage LS Georgia
Julian Waters, Boyd Buchanan LB University of the Cumberlands
Ben Williamson, Christian Heritage LB Shorter

Versatile McCallie star 
Rivers picks Memphis
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McCallie’s Eric 
Rivers runs 
with the ball 
after making 
a catch as 
Calhoun’s 
Quin Smith 
tries to get 
the angle to 
make a tackle 
on Sept. 11 at 
Finley Stadi-
um. Rivers, a 
pivotal part 
of the Blue 
Tornado’s 
back-to-back 
state cham-
pionships in 
TSSAA Divi-
sion II-AAA, 
has signed 
with the 
University of 
Memphis.
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