Citizen’s Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form
Please complete this form in its entirety. This form is adopted from the Student’s Right Lo Read, a
leaflet published by the National Council of Teachers of English, 508 South 6* Street, Champaign, Hlinois,
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4. Author:
5. Title:
" 6. Publisher;

Contact Information

7. Request Initiated by (Name) * grﬂ,nd,q WMQ

8. Address®
9. Phone Nur
0. City and State® Iutbarendly 7 736 3

11. Complainant represents™ (Mark only one.)

é{ﬂimself/ﬂerself

71 Organization ox Group

12. If you selected Organization or Group, please list the title below.

Details and Suppeorting Evidence for the Materials in Question
Please complete the information below to adequately describe the complaint.
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13. To what in the material do you objget? (Please be spcclf' c, cite assagcs pages, cte.)™
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16. Is there anything good about this book?™
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19. What reviews of the materials have you read? (Please inctude the sources.)®

20 What do you believe is the main idea of this material?*
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21. What would you like your school to do about the material?® {Check all that apply.)

[1 Do not assign it to my child.
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E@ithdraw it from all students as well as my child.

1 Send it back to the depariment concertied for re-evaluation.

22. In its place, what material of equal quality would you recommend that would convey as valuable a

picture and perspective of our civilization?*
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Details and Supportmg Evidence for the Materials in Question
Please complete the information below to adequately describe the complaint.
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Parker Neelie

m: Parker Neelie
sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 11:51 AM
To: PARRIS JAMIE
Subject: FW: [SPAM] Book Summary & HCDE Request for Reconsideration Form
Attachments: Ham Co R for R form.pdf; M4L Book Review Far From The Tree.pdf

Here is the book and concern....

From: COVINGTON BECKY <COVINGTON_BECKY@HCDE.ORG>

Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 2:48 PM

To: Parker Neelie <parker_n@HCDE.ORG>; HARPER ELAINE <HARPER_ELAINE@HCDE.ORG>
Subject: Fw: [SPAM] Book Summary & HCDE Request for Reconsideration Form

Becky W. Covingtow
Hamilton County Schools
Director of Early Learning

423-498-7131

rrom: Robyn Kremser <robyn22084@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, October 1, 2021 7:36 PM

To: districtl @hamiltontn.gov <districtl@hamiltontn.gov>; district2@hamiltontn.gov <district2@hamiltontn.gov>;
district3@hamiltontn.gov <district3@hamiltontn.gov>; district4@hamiltontn.gov <district4 @hamiltontn.gov>;
district5@hamiltontn.gov <districtS@hamiltontn.gov>; districté@hamiltontn.gov <districté @hamiltontn.gov>;
district7 @hamiltontn.gov <district7 @hamiltontn.gov>; district8 @hamiltontn.gov <district8 @hamiltontn.gov>;
district9@hamiltontn.gov <districtS@hamiltontn.gov>

Cc: MOCHEL JEANNE <MOCHEL J@HCDE.ORG>; Parker Neelie <parker n@HCDE.ORG>

Subject: [SPAM] Book Summary & HCDE Request for Reconsideration Form

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Hamilton County Schools. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Hamilton County School Board Members -

| am a concerned parent and tax-payer currently living in District 9 of Hamilton County. | am part of a
local grass roots group called Moms for Liberty, focused on getting involved in our local community
for the benefit of our children. We have been reading, reviewing, and summarizing every book on
your public school recommended and required reading lists.

The Chairs and Co-Chairs of our group have been reaching out to you all publicly, privately, as a
1roup, and individually, to see what can be done about the concerns we're finding in these books.
Lvery person we speak to continues to pass us along to another person, another form, another hoop.



So | am including in this email all of the individuals we have been advised to talk to about pulling
these inappropriate reading materials from the shelves of our public schools.

‘tached you will find a completed request for reconsideration form, as well as a detailed summary of
we first book | was handed from your list recommended for 8th-12th grade students. Keep in mind,
advanced middle school students often are included in these lists as well. Roughly kids as young as
ten or eleven years old could also be advised to read this material, in your schools.

After you have reviewed the attached, | would like you to ask the following questions of yourselves,
and/or of your librarians and committees who have hand-picked books such as this one:

Is this the best we can do for our students?

Is this the kind of material that fosters, challenges, encourages, and produces brilliant young
minds?

If the phrase "garbage in, garbage out" is true, is this the kind of material we want the students
representing our school district consuming?

If | were reading this out loud to a room of students and parents, how would | feel? How would
they feel?

Is this reading material helpful, encouraging, true, or necessary?

If raising the literacy rates among Hamilton County students is our goal, is this the most
effective way to get there?

If our job is to pick food from the curriculum "buffet," is this nourishing? Is this how low we view
our own students?

Is there anything in this book that could contribute to depression, anger, or violence among
adolescents?

Who chose this book for our students? Did they themselves read it before recommending it?

| am asking you to remove this book, and others like it, immediately from your lists and
libraries. | am requesting that you replace them with books that are edifying, encouraging,
challenging, and engaging. Because you have the power to do so! It is your job. | know you already
have lists of previous choices on hand. The switch should not be difficult.

The problem is grave. The solution is simple. The impact will be profound. The choice is yours.

| look forward to your response.

Thank you!

Robyn Kremser
720-626-0388
robyn22084@yahoo.com




Citizen’s Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form
Please complete this form in its entirety. This form is adopted from the Student’s Right to Read, a
leaflet published by the National Council of Teachers of English, 508 South 6> Street, Champaign, {llinois.
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R./'Withdraw it from all students as well as my child.
jﬂ/\Send it back to the department concerned for re-evaluation,
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Parker Neelie

om: Brandy Howard <brandy@brandyhoward.com>
sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2021 4:26 PM
To: HCDE BOARD MEMBERS; Parker Neelie; ELLER BRENT
Subject: Request for Reconsideration - The Hate U Give
Attachments: Request for Reconsideration The Hate U Give.pdf; The Hate U Give Detailed
Summary.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Hamilton County Schools. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please find attached the 4.403 Request for Reconsideration form and review document for The Hate U Give by Angie
Thomas. This book was used for 10th Grade ELA at East Hamilton High School last year and remains on the
recommended reading list today.

| understand this recommended reading list is used as a source for assigning summer reading assignments, purchasing
books for the school libraries as well as sets for classroom libraries in addition to being used as a reference tool for
parents and students. It is disappointing and concerning that books with this violence and language are considered
acceptable by the Hamilton County School District. Parents trust that district employees have reviewed materials on this
list and deemed them safe and of good quality for students. If this language was in a movie, it would be R rated and not

acceptable for a 14 year old child, yet this book is recommended by HCSD for grades 8 thru 12. This book includes
language like:

Page 44 - “/ clocked her aXX. It was so funny! You should've seen it!"

Page 48 - "] heard what happened to her Ii'l homie. That's IXXXX up.” “No doubt. They [cops] worse than us
sometimes.”

Page 51 - “You mean y'all wanna justify what that pig did,” Daddy says. “Investigate my aXX.” “A sixteen-year-
old black boy is dead because a white cop killed him.”

Page 82 - Xuckity FXXX, XXX, XXX

Page 85 - “God, boys and their f-ing sex drive.”

| am part of the Moms for Liberty group in Hamilton County. Parents are disappointed to find this is the type of material
the school district believes to be valuable and of good quality for our students. We have shared this information and our
concerns with the board publicly and privately. We have attempted to reach out to the district to better understand
how these books are selected and what was the rationale for deciding to present material like this to our children. We
have been directed to the policy of submitting these 4.403 forms. *Per the 4.403 policy, item C1 - the final decision
regarding material lies with the School Board. | want to express to you that parents have been hesitant to invest time in
completing these forms or this process, because they have no faith that the SAME district that chose these materials will
also choose to remove/replace them. | hope you will prove us all wrong.

**My first attempt at sending this email to you bounced back as undeliverable due to "banned content", because of the
language | quoted from this book.



T

Regards,

"randy Howard




